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      Introductory Web Quest


The following experience is designed to make your reading of the novel more meaningful.  Since much of the story is set during the Holocaust and involves many Jewish customs, a basic understanding of the history and the culture is necessary to fully appreciate it.  Enter this experience with an open and thoughtful mind.  A journey into this history will expose you to both the best and to the worst of humanity.  It is both a journey into the potential evil that we as humans can perpetrate on our fellow man and into the potential power of the human spirit when faced with that evil.

Access: Type http://www.livebinders.com/play/present?id=387259  into the address bar of your web browser to begin.

Step #1 – View the Introductory PowerPoint Presentation making sure to read all of the given text before proceeding to the next step.

                 What do you expect from a story set in this historical background?  Explain.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Step #2 – Enter the United States Memorial Holocaust Museum Student Learning site and the various headings.  Answer the 
                 following questions as you go, but don’t limit your experience here to the questions themselves.

How were schools used to spread Nazi ideas and antisemitisim? ________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explain Hitler’s attitude towards the “handicapped.” _________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think that many people didn’t notice the harassment of German Jews before the war? _____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What were the Nuremberg Laws? _________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is meant by “ARBEIT MACHT FREI,” and where might one have seen it? __________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was the difference between the “concentration camps” and the “extermination camps? _________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was the Sonderkommando? ________________________________________________________________________________

After you have completed your exploration of this site, what is your reaction to something that you learned from the experience?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step #3 – Browse the links under the Concentration Camps tab to find maps to help you label the map on the next page.  In order to complete this task you will have to use several different maps.  There is no one map that has all of the following items on it.  Take your time and use a pencil for this task.  
1.   Label the following bodies of water on the map:  Atlantic Ocean, Black Sea, Baltic Sea, North Sea, English Channel, and the Caspian Sea.

2.  Draw the borders for and then label the following Axis Powers (Nazi German) controlled countries in Europe and North Africa:  France, Belgium, Netherlands, Norway, Finland, Germany, Italy, Austria, Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Greece, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and Sicily.

3.  Mark and label the following Death Camps/Extermination Camps:  Auschwitz, Chelmno, Treblinka, Sobibor, Maidanek, and Belzec.

4.  Mark and label the following Concentration Camps:  Bergen-Belsen, Ravensbruck, Dachau, Buchenwald, Gross-Rosen, and Flossenburg. 


Step #4 -  Visit the Jewish Culture tab and use the links to browse the Passover Traditions and Yiddish Phrases sites in order to find the  answers to the following questions:

What historical event is celebrated by the Passover? _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________When does the next Passover begin? _____________

What is the Haggadah? ________________________________________________________________________________________

What Prophet plays a significant symbolic role in the Passover seder?  Explain? __________________________________________

What six items are found on the seder plate and what does each one symbolize?

1.____________________________________________________
2.________________________________________________

3.____________________________________________________
4.________________________________________________

5.____________________________________________________
6.________________________________________________

What appears to be the main theme of this holiday? __________________________________________________________________

What Yiddish expression might you hear at a party before a toast? _____________________  

What does it mean? __________________________________________________________


Step #5– Visit the 36 Questions about the Holocaust site and look at questions #19, 20, and 21 to see how American and European allies responded to the Jewish Holocaust.  Discuss your findings here: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: ________________________________








Class: ___________   Date:  ______________









